
PRAGMA'S 

Distributed 

to over 4,000 Pick 
installations! 

PRODUCT 
PROFILES 

News and Information for Pick™ Operating System Users 

Issue Number 23 February 1986 

of 
WlM*s 
Operating 

207 GRANADA DRIVE 
^APTOS, CA 95003 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
APTOS,CA 95003 

Permit No. 67 

Address Correction Requested 



Pragma's 

PRODUCT PROFILES 
Issue #23 • February 1986 

Product Profiles is published periodically by: 

Semaphore Corporation 
207 Granada Drive 
Aptos, CA 95003 

Telephone 408-688-9200 

Entire contents copyright © 1986 by Semaphore 

Corporation • All rights reserved • No part of this 

publication may be reproduced in any form or by any 

means without prior written permission from Semaphore 

Corporation • Semaphore offers no warranty, either 

express or implied, for any losses due to the use of any 

material published in Product Profiles • Subscriptions are 

free, but are available only to Pick operating system users 

in the USA • Back issues are available by sending a 

stamped, self-addressed envelope • All material received will 

be considered for publication • Semaphore reserves the 

right to edit all submittals • Please tell us your mailing 

label number when calling or writing • Semaphore cannot 

be responsible for missing or lost issues • Send your new 

address at least four weeks before moving • Pick is a 

trademark of Pick Systems • Semaphore Corporation and its 

publications are not affiliated with Pick Systems. 

Does Your Mailing 
Labei Say RENEW? 

If the mailing label on this issue says 
RENEW, your free subscription has expired. 

To avoid missing the next issue, renew 
immediately by returning this coupon! 

Name: __ 

Company:__ 

Addre s s:_ 

City/State/ZIP:_ 

Telephone:_ 

I use the Pick operating system and my mailing 

address is in the USA. Please continue sending 

me Pragma’s Product Profiles free of charge. 

Signature:_ 

Date: _ 

Return this form to: 

Pragma • 207 Granada Drive • Aptos, CA 95003 

GA About To 
Release 3.2 

As we mentioned in our December issue, a 
number of Pick licensees had promised to 
provide us with details about their forthcoming 
software releases. The first complete report 
we received was from General Automation, 
which is about to release its new 3.2 version of 
the Pick operating system. 

While many of the "new" features in 3.2 
have been available on other Pick imple¬ 
mentations for some time, the release is 
certainly a major improvement over the 
previous 3.0B release. Every Zebra user will 
want to seriously consider upgrading to the 
new 3.2 software, since it contains a number 
of interesting features, including: 

IF-THEN-ELSE in A-correlatives. 
Dictionary items no longer need to rely on 

complicated and obscure programming tricks 
to perform logical tests, but can now use 
simple IF constructs instead. For example, the 
expression ((1="X") * (4*"10")) -h ((1#"X") * 
(5*"20")), which returns the value of either 
attribute 4 times 10 or attribute 5 times 20, 
depending on if attribute 1 is an X, can now be 
replaced with the cleaner expression IF 1 ="X" 
THEN 4*"10" ELSE 5*"20". 

& (AND) and ! (OR) operators. 
Boolean tests in correlatives can now be 

expressed as logical operations, instead of as 
arithmetic. For example, testing that two 
attributes are both certain values can be 
written as (1="X") & (2="Y") instead of (1="X") * 
(2="Y"). 

Running counts in SELECT, 
SSELECT, COUNT. A command like 
SELECT ZIP (C) will now display the number 
of items selected every 500 items, so the 
progress of a select can be detected without 
having to wait for the command to completely 
finish. A numeric argument is also allowed, so 
SELECT ZIP (C10) will display the count every 
10 items. 
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The Password 

already said that a Data File in 
uery analogous nay to a standard 

Like a drauer in the file 
cabinet, a Data File is a 
collection of RECORDS, uith 
sinilar infornation stored 

Each RECORD has a unique RECORD 
KEV. Hhen you uant to retrieve 
the infornation in a RECORD (via 
a BASIC progran, for instance), 
you first need a RECORD KEY. The RECORD KEY 

tells the systen 
uhich RECORD you 

By providing the RECORD KEY, you 
tell the systen uhich RECORD you 
vant. 

Enter the World of PICK Through a Complete Electronic Learning System 

PROF is a hands-on, interactive learning system that will get you up 

to speed on PICK, quickly and easily. It’s clever, entertaining, and all 

learning is done right on the terminal. 

PROF leads you through simulated, HANDS-ON WORK SESSIONS 

in which you actively participate. You try every important command, 

and carefully review the way the system responds to each. It all hap¬ 

pens right on the terminal. There is no book to hold on your lap. 

PROF contains material that is suitable for both users and technical 

personnel. Give it to your application users. Use it to train new analysts 

and programmers. 

PROF allows you to learn at your own pace. You can follow the sug¬ 

gested order of instruction, or quickly jump from “page” to “page”.. .just 

like a book. 

PROF has an Electronic Master Index which works just like the index 

at the back of a book. You can peruse the alphabetical list of subjects, 

then jump right into any lesson you desire. 

PROF tells you exactly what to type. It then “checks” off each character 

as you type the right key. If you touch the wrong key, you are reminded 

by a single “beep.” Every keystroke is screened electronically. You can¬ 
not make a mistake. 

PROF covers all important aspects of PICK. This includes: 

TCL Database Concepts 
EDITOR PROC 

ACCESS DATA/BASIC 

PROF is customized. There is a different version for each manufac¬ 

turer of PICK-based equipment, including: 

Ultimate 

Microdata 

ADDS 
CDI 

Datamedia 

General Automation 

Evolution 

Pertec 

Altos 

PICK PC-XT 

I 

YES! Please send me more information about PROF. [ 

Name _ I 

Company_ 

Address __ 

City_State_Zip_ | 

Phone( )_ 

You can order PROF by writing or calling us at 

CRESCEIMDO /Xssocialps. Inc. 

24350 JOY ROAD, SUITE 7 

REDFORD TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN 48239 

(313) 537-1919 



S option for SELECTS. The S option 
now suppresses the NOT ON FILE message. 

PROGRAM statement BASIC programs 
can now be identified by name from within 
their own code. 

BREAK statement. BREAK ON or OFF 
can now be written BREAK KEY ON or BREAK 
KEY OFF, thereby matching some other Pick 
implementations. 

Continued iines. Long BASIC 
statements ending with a comma can now be 
continued on subsequent lines. 

Aiphanumeric iabeis. To allow 
completely symbolic BASIC programs, users 
no longer have to rely on special label 
preprocessors, like the one described in 
Pragma #7. Numeric labels can now be 
replaced by alphanumeric labels followed by 
a colon. For example, 10 GOSUB 20 ; IF X=5 
THEN GOTO 10 can now be written as 
GETSYM: GOSUB GETCHAR ; IF X=5 THEN 
GOTO GETSYM. 

Muitipie patterns. Value marks can now 
be used for matching multiple patterns and to 
avoid long OR expressions in BASIC. For 
example, IF X MATCHES "1A2N" OR X 
MATCHES "2N1 A" can be replaced by IF X 
MATCHES "1A2N"]"2N1A". 

Optionai cataioging. CALLed 
subroutines no longer have to be cataloged if 
they're in the same file as the calling program. 
That's a handy way to prevent subroutines 
from being invoked from the TCL like other 
cataloged programs. 

MATPARSE and MATBUiLD. The new 
MATPARSE statement in BASIC breaks a 
dynamic array into substrings and assigns 
them to elements of a dimensioned array, kind 
of like a MATREAD from memory. MATBUILD 
provides the reverse operation, creating a 
dynamic array from the elements of a 
dimensioned array. Both statements also 
allow any character to be specified as a 
substring delimiter. For example, MATPARSE 
WORDS FROM SENTENCE USING "" will 
break the string SENTENCE into individual 

words and store each word in elements of the 
dimensioned WORDS array. 

$CHAiN directive. Extremely large 
BASIC programs can now be broken up into 
smaller items that end with a $CHAIN 
statement and are thereby chained together 
for compilation. Final object code size is still 
limited to 32K. 

$iNCLUDE directive. A BASIC 
compilation can now include the source code 
from another item by using an $INCLUDE 
statement. $INCLUDEs can be nested up to 
25 levels deep. This is particularly useful for 
creating one master source file of equates for 
symbolic attribute offsets that can be 
referenced by any program, especially if the 
compiler is smart enough not to generate any 
object code for unreferenced equates. 

LOCKED ciause. READU, READVU, and 
MATREADU statements in BASIC can now 
include a LOCKED clause to specify what 
action to take if a group is already locked, 
instead of simply hanging. This is perhaps the 
most important new feature in the 3.2 release, 
since interactive item locking that provides 
warnings for the operator about unavailable 
items can now be coded with a minimum of 
effort. 

LOCATE statement. The syntax of the 
LOCATE statement in BASIC programs has 
been expanded to allow compatibility with 
other systems. For example, statements like 
LOCATE X IN Y<3>,5 BY "DL" SETTING POS 
ELSE POS=1 is now allowed. 

Maximum iNPUT widths. INPUT 
statements in BASIC programs can now 
include an underscore to prevent any typing 
beyond the specified field width. 

iNPUTCLEAR statement. A new 
INPUTCLEAR statement in BASIC programs 
now clears the type-ahead buffer. That allows 
programs to ignore any buffered keystrokes as 
soon as an error is detected, and new 
operator input in response to the error can 
then be accepted. A new PRINTERR 
statement is also available, working the same 
as INPUTERR, but clearing the type-ahead 
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buffer. 

Multiple PRINT formats. PRINT 
statements in BASIC programs can now 
specify multiple format strings. For example, 
PRINT X "L.5" "R*3" "L#5" can be used instead 
of PRINT ((X "L.5") "R*3") "L#5". 

More SYSTEM functions. BASIC 
programs can now use SYSTEM(18) to return 
the current port number, SYSTEM(19) for the 
account name, and SYSTEM(20) for the 
privilege level. 

INSert and DELete. INS and DEL 
statements have been added in BASIC to 
allow dynamic array inserts and deletes using 
syntax that avoids assignment statements and 
is compatible with other implementations. 

TRIM function. Arguments have been 
added to the TRIM function in BASIC so that it 
can now trim leading, trailing, all, or redundant 
occurences of any character. 

MINIMUM, MAXIMUM, and 
SUMMATION functions. Functions are 

i now available in BASIC programs for finding 
the minimum or maximum value or the sum of 
all elements in a dynamic array. 

Editor X option. Using the X option in an 
EDIT command now causes characters to be 
displayed in hexadecimal. 

Editor commands. The new AL 
command in the editor allows a string to be 
appended to the end of a line, the BL 
command breaks a line into two lines, JL joins 
the current line to the preceding line, FIA 
causes edited lines to display in ASCII, and 
the FIX command causes edited lines to 
display in hexadecimal. 

Locate case. When a U is now included 
in the L command, the editor will locate strings 
that match the target string in either upper or 
lower case. 

Exit and delete prompts. The editor's 
FD prompt will now ask "Are you sure?", as 
will the EX command if the item has changed. 
The prompt is bypassed in prestored 
commands, in proc, and with the new EXY and 
FDY command. 

Pick™ 
Mailing 

Lists 

PIMail by Marianne 
1893 Nadina Street 
Seaside, CA 93955 

PICK SPECIALISTS 
SAVINGS UP TO 50% OFF MANUFACTURERS LIST PRICE 

SELL 
BUY 

I 

(415)490-8733 

ADDS-MENTOR 
ULTIMATE 
MICRODATA 
GA-ZEBRA 
PRIME 
PRINTRONIX 
CIE-PRINTERS 

SYSTEMS-PERIPHERALS-PRINTERS 

• New and Used Equipment 
• Immediate Deiivery 
• Upgrades and Spares 

WE NEED TO BUY YOUR 
USED EQUIPMENT/PLEASE CALL 

,BAf5IDE (415)490-8733 
43537 Ocaso Corte 

COMPUTER CORPORATION Fremont, CA 94539 

5 



^FREE Back Issues!^ 
A few back issues of Pragmas Product Profiles are 

still available while supplies last. To receive your 

FREE copies, indicate which issues you need and 
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#1: Memories Of The Spectrum '84 Show 

#7: Manufacturing Users And Vendors Wanted 

#8: A Look At ScreenPlay 

#10: Beyond The Power Of The Pick System 

#11: Open Architecture Status Report 

#12: Our Impressions Of The Zebra 750 

#13: What Should Standard Pick Be? 

#14: Our Third Annual Pick Hardware Survey 

#15: The Wonders Of A Software Upgrade 

#16: Reformatting Files To Save Disk Space 

#17: A READ Sometimes Fails 

#19: New Pick Book A Disappointment 

#20: universe, A New Home For Pick 

#21: Programming For Speed 

#22: How Files Grow 

WE SPECIALIZE IN USED AND COMPATIBLE 

MICRODATA 
SYSTEMS - PERIPHERALS ■ MEMORY - PRINTERS 

50 MB REFLEX I DISC DRIVES 
128 MB REFLEX II DISC DRIVES 

INTELLIGENT 8-WAY BOARDS, CABLES 

STANDARD 8-WAY BOARDS, CABLES 

128K MOS MEMORY BOARDS 

16KCOREMEMORY BOARDS 

ADDS VIEWPOINT CRTS 
★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

COMPLETE MOS SYSTEMS 
★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

PRIIMTRONIX 
PRINTERS ★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

BOARD REPAIR AND EXCHANGE SERVICE AVAILABLE 

Call CHUCK HAAS For Competitive Prices 
Buy - Trade - Sell 513-528-5400 

EflSTcamp a me. 

Editor privileges. SYSO users can no 
longer use ME, FI, FS or FD commands in 
dictionary level files, which is particularly 
useful for system security and preventing 
arbitrary modification of file pointers. 

PROTOCOL verb and function. A new 
PROTOCOL verb and BASIC function now 
allows a port to sense or change various 
communication parameters, including baud 
rate, parity, data and stop bits, type-ahead, 
flow control and handshaking, bell character 
and enable, and auto logoff. 

Daily message. A unique message for 
any date can now be saved for automatic 
display at logon. The message can also be 
the same for every date, and appears before 
and in addition to the LOGON message from 
the ERRMSG file. 

Break disable. If attribute 9 of account 
items in the SYSTEM file contains a B, the 
break key is now disabled while logging to an 
account with a logon proc, thereby preventing 
another possible security failure if a user 
happens to use the BREAK key before the 
logon proc gets control and disables the key. 

Logon programs. A cataloged program 
with the same name as an account will now 
execute at logon, just as a logon proc does. 
This is a minor convenience that avoids 
having to call a program from a proc just to get 
it to execute at logon. 

COMPARE options. The COMPARE 
verb now also allows skipping lines that start 
with an asterisk, and allows comparing 
assembly source lines and comments, 
comparing disk to tape, and allows the output 
of a bell after each item. 

Other changes. A number of other 
miscellaneous changes and enhancements 
have been made to Accu-Plot, to local area 
network verbs and procs, the TCL stacker, 
tape input, and utility programs and procs 
such as FILE-SAVE and LISTACC. 

For more information about GA products, 
call General Automation at (800) 854-6234 
from out of California, or at (714) 778-4800. A 
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€MULOR 
eXTRh TeCI+nOLOGY 

PRESENTS 

TESTED 
AND 

APPROVED BY 

PICK 

2701 Toledo Street Bldg. 706 Torrance, CA 90503 

The Worhherse 

€MULOR 
CORPORATION 

CALL TOLL 
FREE 

Outside Calif.: 1-800-233-6330 
In Calif.: 1-800-231-0744 

See the unveiling of 
THE WORK HORSE COMPUTER 

Visit EMULOR at: 

EXPO~II 
ATLANTIC CITY 

MARCH 5-7 

TRUMP CASINO HOTEL 

BOOTHS 6 and 7 

WANTED: 

VADS 

VARS 
VAMS 

OEMS 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

International 

Spectrum U.S.A. '86 

Las Vegas 

March 24-26,1986 

MGM Grand Hotel 

BOOTH 288 
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The 68020-based Altos 3068. 

If you're a PICK software developer or dealer, 
you owe it to yourself to see a demonstration 
of the forty-user Altos 3068. 
Call this number, and we'll make 
the arrangements. 
(800) ALTOS U.S. 

COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
2641 Orchard Parkway 

San Jose, CA 95134 

WE SUPPORT PIOK. 

PICK is a trademark of Pick Systems. 


